
PLATO training module TM2 
Presenting Science 

Paris, 12-14 November 2018 
 

Objectives  
The aim of this workshop is to improve the participants' oral presentation skills. The 
course helps all participants unlearn their bad presentation habits, and learn the proper 
techniques to stand in front of an audience of any size with confidence. By preparing and 
rehearsing their own presentations, participants will acquire confidence and fluidity in 
speech and be better prepared to interact with an academic audience. 

Good presentation skills are essential to a career as a researcher for two reasons:  
1) Presenting takes a larger part of a scientist’s time as he or she moves up the 

research ladder. 
2) Presenting is key to getting funding and project support. A scientist who garners 

support is often put on the fast career track. 

Course description  
It’s no secret that rooms hosting scientific presentations often start filling up from the 
back row, allowing members of the audience a quick exit if necessary. Unfortunately, this 
state of events is sadly justified. Scientific presentations can be overly technical and dry 
to even the hardiest audiences. They are often endured rather than enjoyed. This 
problem vanishes when the presenter-scientist understands and applies one core truth: a 
scientific presentation is not a scientific paper in oral form. 

While a paper transmits information through text, a presentation is anything 
but. Participants in this course will understand how little written text matters compared 
to who they are, what they say, and how they visually support their presentation. They 
will also tackle the three greatest obstacles that all presenting scientists face: fear, an 
over-technical text-heavy presentation, and a less-knowledgeable-than-expected 
audience.  

Topics covered in the class 

1. How to meet audience expectations 
1. Slide design  
2. Oral presentation techniques 
3. Body language 
4. How to master the dreaded Q&A 



Through systematically rooting out what lessens presentation impact, and preparing a 
live delivery, the presenting scientist acquires confidence, fluidity in speech, and 
authority when handling questions.  

The course is based on the book When the Scientist Presents, which each participant will 
receive. 

Preparatory work  

The participants are required to prepare a presentation and slides prior to the class. The 
presentation can be on a topic of your choice, as if you are preparing for a conference.  

Step 1: Prepare  

For more information about the dos and don'ts of scientific presentations, browse 
the Scientific Presentations website: http://scientific-presentations.com/  

The beginning and end of each presentation will be similar to that of a TED talk. All 
participants should therefore watch this TED talk with Joe Landolina (a 5-minute 
presentation on a scientific topic with a great hook and finish): 
https://www.ted.com/talks/joe_landolina_this_gel_can_make_you_stop_bleeding_insta
ntly/discussion. If you have read the book Resonate by Nancy Duarte, this style of 
start/end corresponds to pp. 36-45. 

Step 2: Submit presentation 

Ø Each participant must submit a 5-6-slide, 5-minute presentation  
• Pre-workshop instructions and slide template (pptx file): 

https://www.plato.uio.no/events/2018/presenting-science-instructions-
template/pre-workshop-instructions.pptx  
Following this template is not optional, and Power Point format is required 

• Submit your slides to Marit Eldholm marit.eldholm@arena.uio.no  
• Deadline: 2 November 2018 
• Make sure to have at most 5/6 slides, and think seriously about how you will 

introduce your topic with a hook slide as described in the PowerPoint. Even if you 
have a hard time selecting your slides, you still have to do this before sending 
them to Marit, as it is hard to trim down a longer presentation once the training 
has started and your focus should be elsewhere.  

• If you have visuals from a paper, make sure to rework them for clarity (i.e. 
adjusting the table/graph for readability and intelligibility) 

Step 3: Address comments  

Ø Each participant will receive comments from the instructor on how to improve slides 
by 6 November (via email). An improved version that has taken into account the 
feedback must be re-submitted to the instructor by 11 November 2018. 



Feedback and evaluation 

At the end of the class, each participant gives a 5-minute presentation and takes a 5-
minute Q&A. Feedback will be given by the instructor and a (rotating) panel of four 
participants.  

The presentation will be assessed according to criteria including: host qualities, fluidity, 
coherence, appeal, scientific content, readability of slides, intelligibility of speech, 
scientific impact, question handling, and improvisation skills. 

This checklist gives you a better understanding of how the presentations will be 
evaluated: https://www.plato.uio.no/events/2018/presenting-science-instructions-
template/plato-tm2-presentation-checklist.pdf  

Each participant will be given a video recording of his/her presentation and Q&A after 
the feedback session.  

Teaching  
The course will take the form of an intensive two and a half-day seminar.  

Instructor  

• Jean-Luc Lebrun, Scientific Reach 

Participation 
The course is offered as part of the MSCA-ITN PLATO project and is mandatory for the 
project’s PhD researchers.  

Practical information 
Lunch is included all three days, as well as dinner on the first day.  

Travel costs are to be covered by local project budgets.  

Participants are asked to book their own accommodation, to be covered by the local 
project budgets. A list of nearby hotels is circulated to the participants.   

Venues 

Centre for European Studies and Comparative Politics, Sciences Po 

Note that the rooms are located on two sites, located a 5-minute walk from each other 
(see the below map for details on how to get between buildings, and the attachment for 
travel instructions to the different buildings):  

• 28, rue des Saints Pères, 75007 Paris (different rooms) 
• 27 rue Saint Guillaume, 75007 Paris (room Goguel)  



Monday, 12 November:  
• 08.30-18.00: 28, rue des Saints Pères, Room H004 

Tuesday, 13 November:  
• 08.30-12.45:  28 rue des Saints Pères, Room H403 

Welcome coffee and break coffee will be served in the Main Hall 
Three rooms used for breakout session: H403, C311, H102 

• 13.00-18.00:  27 rue Saint Guillaume, Room Goguel  

Wednesday, 14 November:  
• 08.15-13.45: 27 rue Saint Guillaume, Room Goguel  
• 14.00-16.00 28 rue des Saints Pères, Room S2 

 

Dinner 

Joint dinner Monday 12 November at 19.00. If you cannot attend, please inform Marit! 

• A la Petite Chaise, 36 Rue de Grenelle, 75007 Paris 
http://www.alapetitechaise.fr  / +33(0)1 42 22 13 35 

Useful links 

• Airports: https://www.parisaeroport.fr/  
• Métro/bus in Paris: https://www.ratp.fr/  
• For further information about Paris: https://en.parisinfo.com/  

Contact 

For questions related to participation or course outline, contact PLATO's project 
manager: marit.eldholm@arena.uio.no / phone: +47 91 54 32 66 

For other questions during the event, contact the event organiser at Sciences Po, Samia 
Saadi: samia.saadi@sciencespo.fr / phone: +33 (0)1 06 62 70 08 65 / +33(0)1 45 49 76 24  



Schedule  

Monday, 12 Nov 2018 Location 

08:45 

 

Registration and coffee   28 rue des Saints Pères 
Room H004 

09:00 Plenary session  
Welcome and tutorial  

Coffee break 10:30-10:45 

 

13:00 Lunch (H004) 

14:00 Plenary session 
Critique of slides for 2 presentations 

15:00 Independent work 

PhDs work on improving their slides, with feedback. The instructor will give 
participants the go-ahead when they are ready for rehearsal. 

 Coffee break 15:30-15:45 

18:00 End of sessions 

19:00 Dinner 
A la Petite Chaise, 36 Rue de Grenelle  

 

Tuesday, 13 Nov 2018 

08:45 Registration and coffee  28 rue des Saints Pères  
Main Hall 

09:00 Rehearsal in groups Room H403 
 The participants rehearse their presentations 

in smaller groups. Each participant rehearses 
at least twice in front of a different group.  

Breakout sessions in 
H102, H403, C311 

13:00 Lunch (Goguel) 27 rue Saint Guillaume 
Room Goguel 

14:00 Plenary session  

First set of presentations in alphabetical order, Q&A and feedback            
(5-minute presentation, 5-minute Q&A). Feedback will be given by the 
instructor and a rotating panel of four participants. The presentations and 
Q&A are video recorded. 

 Coffee break 15:30-15:45 

18:00 End of sessions 

  



Wednesday, 14 Nov 2018 Location 

08:15 

 

Registration and coffee  

   

27 rue Saint Guillaume 
Room Goguel 

08:30 Plenary session 

Second set of presentations in alphabetical order, Q&A and feedback        
(5-minute presentation, 5-minute Q&A). Feedback will be given by the 
instructor and a rotating panel of four participants. The presentations and 
Q&A are video recorded. 

 Coffee break 10:30-10:45 

12:30 Wrap-up 

13:00 Lunch (Goguel) 

End of TM2 Presenting Science 

 

PLATO project sessions  

14:00 

 

 

PLATO’s theoretical framework / Chris Lord 

Chris presents the revised Living Review and 

28 rue des Saints Pères 
Room S2 

suggests how the common theoretical framework and the individual 
projects may co-evolve.  

The session aims to agree a process ahead for individual discussions and 
possibly agree on an additional workshop (suggestion by the Supervisory 
Board: Cracow, 18-19 Mar or 29-30 Apr 2019).  

Preparations: Read PLATO’s Living Review (v2 circulated by Chris 7 Nov) 

15:00 The midterm review meeting / Marit Eldholm 

Marit goes in depth on the ESRs’ preparations for the midterm meeting  

15:30 ESR session 

Session for ESRs only to discuss any pertinent questions within the group 

16:00 End of programme 

 


